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A REPORTER AT LARGE

'HEAD FOUND ON FIFTH AVENUE

Im}esﬂgators ﬁml]y tbmk tbey Fnow fw/Ja.s been taking the treasures of amze:zr Sm[y

BY. ALEXANDER STILLE

®ROM the hill town of Aidone—
F about half a mile above sea
level—you can see mucki of east-
ern Sicily. In the distance, almost at the
sen, the snowcapped peak of Mt. Ema
dominates the landscape, its voleanic
crater smoking and flaring. Stretching
our beneath it is more than a hundred
square miles of sich; fertile farmland.
Burnt-brown in the summer; the vailey
is 2 lush green in wintertime and ex-
p]odes' into a riot of flowers during the
'iprmg

scape inspired the Greek myth of the

- seasons: in these fields, by the Lake of

Pergusa, the beautiful young Perse-
phone was picking Qowers when Hades,
god of the Underworld, snatched her

The drémanc beauty of this land- .

up and cacried her off to the laind of the
dead. Persephone’s mother, Demeter,
grieved 5o prodigiously thar the land-
scape withered inte barrenness, - Zeus
inrervened, and Hades agreed to let
Pexsephone- spend half of each year
with her mother. Thus, with the return
of Persephone cach spring, Demeter,
goddess of grain and plenty, would
bring the world back to e,

The Greeks-had colonized mch of
eastern Sicily by the-sixth century B.C.,
only to be conquered by the Komans
.three centuries later. Just a couple of
miles belovr Aldone lie the excavated
rvins of Morganting.one of the most

spectacular et least Lnown ancient sites

in Sicily. Once a-thriving Greek city of
ten thousand Morgannna was parr of

to build the farb.ﬁed town of Aidone,

the Kingdem of Syracuse, whose port
city was abour eighty miles away, aud
which, along with Arhens and Alexan- 3
dria, was one of the great centers of £
Hellenie culture. Morgantina was one §
of the last of the Greek settlernents in 2
Sicily to-fall to the Roman Army. As £
the scldiers appreached, the Greeks 9-
buried their wealth: persona.l fortunes in &
the form.of gold coins and jeveliy; the § £
sacred cups and bowls uscd in religious 3

" ceremonies; and the most precious stat- 13

uts from their shrines. Remaskably, these-2
tressures remained buried for more than $
nineteen hundred years, because the dity g g
was “lost” diring the Middle Ages. To 3
those rurbulent times, the sesidents of § b
the valley withdrew to a nearby billtop g
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and Morgantina reverted to farmland.

In the past few-decades; however,-
_ Moigantina has. become 2 rich trove
" for both archeelogists and clandestine

diggers known as fombarali (tomb rob-
bers). “You see all those holes?” an old
fombarelo told me proudly, pointing to

a landscape now as pockmarked as a -

honeycomb. “I made them.” Moreover,
sorme of the objects he dug up have
found their way into foreign collec-
tions, despite Ttaly’s strict laws against
expuorting ancient artifacts. New, after
years of inattention, local prosecutors

are aggressively investigating whether -
‘some spectacular pieces in the Met-

ropolitan Muséum of Art.and in the
homes of prominent New York collec-
tors. were looted from. this area. The
claims for their restitution may:have
2 profound effect on the inrernational
trade in antiguities.

Archeologists from Pnnccton began
digging at Margantina in 1955, after

_chance finds of ancient: coins and arti-

facts indicated the presence of a Greek
settlement of some kind: Scholars knew
of the existence of Morgaritina from fit-

" erary sources, but they had not known

its location. Gradually, out of the aver-
-grown fields, an ancient Greek agora,
or main square, began emerging—
ringed by a prand- polygonal stairway—
containing shops, temples and houses

NEED A -
- GREATB{G HUG -

with mosaic ﬂoors, and alss an elcgant
limnestone theatre. Hundreds. of. coins
stamped in the ancient city’s mint proved
that che site was indeed Morgantina.

. With its city plan well preserved, it sits

surrounded by olive groves and cypress
trees and rolling fields as far as the eye
can see, giving one the feeling of a rural
Greck city that has been only recently
abandoned by its inhabitants.

Sicily's agnculmral economy has

" been in decline since the Second World
“War, and in the nineteén-fifties the area

arcund' Aidone was so-poor that many
men - would: pass entire months in bed

.each winter, when no farmwork was
-available, in order to consume .os féw

calories as posiible. So it’s hardly sur-
prising thar some villagers also began to

‘work the fields, loolang now for.andq-

ujties—after dark, and during the win-

ter, when. the scholars had returned to

academe. Far almost three decades, the
official two-hundred-acre site was not
evenpatrolled st night, and outside its

.boundaries lay another four hundred

acres’ of importint. archeological terri-
tory—most of it in.private hands and
all of it entirely unsupervised:

" Officially, of course, the Jooters and
the scholars are fierce adversaries. But
in a place as small and inbred as Aidone,
where everyone knows everyone else’s
business, they also. forged a symbiotic
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relationship. The rombaroli
would shadow the archeolo-
gists o as to learn where to
dig, and riews of some particu-
larly successful “night diggiog”
might guide the official exca-
wvators. The fombarali’s biggest
fincls were abways the topic of
local gossip, for the men who
dug up an important piece
might have to show- it to sev-
eral people to gauge its value
and would be tempred to brag,
especially after the artifact
was safely out of the country.
Moreover, the flourishing black
market surely required some
collusion or complicity on the
part of the area’s more culti-
vated and worldly citizens;
" otherwise, it’s difficult to imag-
ine how an important antig-
ity conld have passed from a

multimillionaire hedge-fund

manager in Manhattan. Italian
authormcs now believe that the link be-
tween the looters and the collectors was
a Bamboyant local connoisseur with a
foot in each world.

N the moming of December 5,
19938, about twenty police officers
rasded ‘the home of Vincenzo Cam-
marata, in Enna, the capital of the

- province, about twenty miles from Ai-

done. The police were reported to have
been sa overwhelmed by the quantity
of Greek and Roman artifacts in the
house—cases of vases, marble starues,
terra-cotta figurines, masks, sarcophagi,
ancient arms, tools, and coins, number-

ing in the tens of thousands—that Cam- -

marata was able to slip away and escape
on his motorbike, but he twned himself
i to the authorities the next day.
Arthe age of fifty-one, Cammurata is
a tall, imposing man, with aquiline fea-
tures, and vet he has a boyish, athletic
side, zipping around rown on his scooter
like any local teen-ager. He has often
passed himself off s 2 baron, although

_his family does not have 2 noble title.

He is, however, 2 genuine scholar, ad-

venturer, eccentric, and . passionate cob- -

lector of antiguities. "1 am not a Sicifian.
I am an ancient Greek. 1 have Greek
blood 1n ity veins!” hie has told friends.
Cammaratz. bought-an sightcenth-
century villa about ten miles from

poor peasant in Aidene to a -

2/1/13 11:24 AM
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- away from the place where they

-is against Italian law. In Facr,

THE NIGHT DIGGERS.

Morganting, overlooking the arez’s other
great ancient site, the Roman imperial
villa at Piazza Armerina, which has an
acre of perfectly preserved mosaic foors,
In the spirit of his imperial neighbors,
he added to his-own house a gallery of
columns with criginal Roman capitals.
Later, ke bought a thirteenth-century
castle nearby where friends said he in-

tended to, display a collection of me—

dieval torture devices. .
“He 1s.the closest thing I have met
to a Medicl prince on the hoof,” says

R Ross Holloway, a professor of arche-"

ology at Brown; who first met Cam-
marata during the sevenries, at aca-
demic conferences on numismarics. “He
had a very dramatic, aristocratic appear-
ance, with raven-black hair,” Holloway
recalls. “He was a-very sporty fellow—
I heard he had been on the Italian

_ water-polo ream.” But Cammarata cuta

strange figure at international confer-
ences: he would pull precious ancient

coips from his briefease to illustrate a-

point, while other scholars referred to
pieces i museums. Collecting is gen-
erally frowmed upon in numismatic cir-
cles, because it is believed 1o encourage

looting. Ancient coins are crucial his-

torical documents, minted to record the
deification of an emperor or deliverance

from a plague. They can. give scholars

important information about the
coramercial and political ties
that held the ancieat world to-
gether—unless, of course, they
are hastily dug up and spirired

were discovered. Morepver, Cam-
marata was rumored to sell as
well ag buy ancient coins, which

he was detained. by the pelice at
a conference in Switzerland in
1979 for selling fake ancient
coins, (He was released after he
returned the buyer’s money.)

“Cammarata sort of sup-
ported the rumers that were
going around about him,”
Holloway told me. “He tried
hard to give you the impression
that. he knew . more than he
could tell—that he had not only
knowledge but power.™ At a
conference in 1983, Carnmarati
couldn'’t keep. from bragging
to Holloway..“You Americans
didn’t find everything at Mor-

ganting,” he said, and he went on to
describe two extraordinary Archaic
sculptures, consisting of heads with

matching hands and feet, which had to

have been looted from the site.
Tar from keeping his collection un-
derwraps, Cammarata proudly con-

-ducted tours for foreign dignitaries,
judges, prosecutors, and members of |

parliament; he. also loaned pleces to at
Jeast three Sicilian exhibitions. He had

“recently taken steps to register his an-

tquities with the local authorities and
had begun making planis to create his
own museum.. Yet for many years no
one seems to have uestioned liow a
private individual with no stable pro-
fession was able to arnass such a collec-

fion in a country where it is illegal to

buy or sell any artifact that was dug up
afrer 1909 (the year of Italy’s first antig-
uities faw), Cammarata maintzins that
he bought all his pieces from Iralian
collections that had been assembled be-
fore 1909. T
‘The investigators who raided Cam-
marata’s houses last year, however, claim

that many of the objects they found had’

no documents to establish their prove-
niance, and they suspect that Camma-
rata bought and scld loeted- pieces in
order to finance his own prodigious col-
lecting habit. A warrant authorizing his

T love you, Tene, OK ? Get ouer it

Gl

arrest charged that he was the head of
an antiguities-smuggling ring that in-
cluded rwo Sicilian university. professors,
the owner of a major suction house, and
two local businessmen—all of them
prominent collectors. “From our investi~
gations, we have discovered the edstence
of a genuine criminal organization ded-
icated to the récovery and trafficking of
archeological objects, in which irre-

- proachable members of the ‘good’ soci-

ety of Catania and Enna are a part,”
prosecutors informed the.court.

The other part of the conspiracy,
of course, is the romébarek. Snippets of
wiretapped conversations which were
quoted in court papers show that the
aceused were in contact with the night
diggers at Mozrgantina and made fre-
quent trips to view the diggers’ finds.
Moreover, Cammarata—alone among
the defendants—was charged with rmain-
taining ties to full-fledged pangsters.
“The noveliy of this invesagation is the
clear presence of the Mafia in the traf-
ficking of antiquities,” Luigi Lombarde,
the investigating imagistrate in the case,
told me. Worldwide, the black-markeét

-trade in art is estimated to be worth be-

tween two billion and six-billlon dollars
a year—the fourth-largest criminal en-
terprise, after drugs, arms, and money
laundering, “This was too large 2 busi-
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ness to go unnaticed and enexploited
by Cosa Nostra,” Lombarde said. “The
Mafia has realized that, in fact, here n
Sicily our greatest resource is our rich
history and archeclogical past.”
Cammarata could be the key to un-
derstanding how tombarefi, scholars,
dealers, collectors, and mobsters have
conspired to exploit this resource. So far,
he has not cagperited with the investi-
gation, and he remains in prison, await-
ing trial. But in the weeks before s ar-
rest, when he becamne aware that be was
the target of an investigation, Camma-
rata was heard on a wiretapped call

telling one of the other defendants that

il the autherities didn’t-back off he
would reveal “a dossier-about all these
things that will make Italy tremble.”.

HE Americaris working at Morgan-
tina have always been aware of

_the clandestine trade in artifacts. Mal-

colre Bell 117, the dircetor of the site,

who teaches art history. at the Univer- .

sity of Virginia, first came to Morgan-
ting as a Princeton graduate studens in
the nineteen-sixties. When he and his

wifc visited the site in the winter of
1969, they noticed that somebody had
cleared away a piece of hillside and un-
covered what looked like the cntrance
to a tomb. The Bells ran to fetch the
carabinieri, and returned with them to
discover three local men standing in the

_open door of a tomb filled with about

two hundred and fifty Greek vases and
other artifacts. The leader of the fomba-
rali, Giuseppe Mascara, dido't meve, as
if 'he were awestitick by what he had
found. *He had discovered what is still
the largest chamber tomb at Morgan-
tina. It took us the rest of the mouth to
excavate it.”

Mascar was arrested but was soon
released under ong.of the Ttalian gov-
ernment’s periodic amnesty decrees.

“The contents of the “Mascara tomb”

were sent to the museum in Aidone, 2
two-story former Capuchin convent,
which has room for enly a tiny portion
of the rwenty thousand artifacts that
have been unearthed at Morgantina
since 1955. Most of them sit boxed in
warehouses, and dlthough several then
sand tourists come each summer day to

Pushing the enfz}eiope; Ha‘zr;.: :zbmﬁ; yout”
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see the mosaics at the Roman Piazza
Armerina, only a trickie bother to make
the-short trip to Morgantiria-

Since that first encounter, Mascara
and Bell have coexisted uneasily, fre-
quently spotting onc another along the
marrow streets of Aidone. Each is ea-
ger to know what the other lknows, et
they avoid speaking. Mascara, 2 small,
weather-beaten man of seventy with a
scar actoss the bridpe of his nose, is

_still bitter about fosing what was per-

haps his biggest find. Bell, a-slightly
buile, bespectacled scholar from an old
family in Sevannah, Georgia, is 2 man
of almost puritanical recitude, who re-
coils frem the raurky world of the fam-
dareli. Nevertheless, hé confessed to
me that he had.a grudging admira-
fion for Mascara, who had become a
skilled excavitor before cheap, portable
metal detectors became available, in
the nineteen-seventies. “He bas a good
eye,” Bell said-

‘When Bell was appointed to admin-
ister the Morgintina site, in 1980, loot-
ing was rampant, and his efforts to curb
it provoked small but sinister acts of vi-
olence: the window of Bell's car was
broken, the air was let- out of his tires,
an ancient vasc on the site was smashed,
and columns wexe knocked over. There
were signs that. the vandalism: was an

inside job, perpetrated; perhaps, by some

of the sitc’s own caretakers. Suspicion
fell: on one particnlar supertisor, whe
seemed to rule Morgantina Yike a feudal
lord, demanding tributes of fresh ricotta
from the men he hired as guards. The
man was investigated but not charped;
when he was transfersed, however, the
vandalism stopped. . :
Around this ime, Bell also began to
hiear rumors of an exceptional discov-
ery that the fombarali had made 2 few
years earlier—two Life-size heads of

~ miarble, with corresponding hands and

feet but no-bodies. In-certain parts of
the Greek world, such as Sicily, where
fine=quality stone was in short supply,
artists would create or import what are
called “acrolithic™ statues, whase visible
parts—head, feet, and hands—were
made of stone, while the test wag mado
of wood and covered in drapery. The
Morgantina heads had a distinctive
Inok, which had impressed itself on the
people who had seen them: the fore-
heads were almost triangular, with

almond-shaped hollaws for eyes and

|
:
i
|
i
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* the strange, enigmatic smiles typi-

cal of certain Archaic Greek sculp-
tures from the late sixth and-early

fifth g:_cntury-B.C. :

- Acting on these rumors,.in

1979 the Italian gavernment had

ordered an excavation at the spot

where the statues were said 10

have been found. Ttalian archeolo~

gists uncovered evidence of recent

looting, the remains of what ap-

peared to be a sanctuary to Per-

sephone and Demeter, and terra-

cotta fragments from 4 large-scale

seilpture group, but ne heads,

hands, or feet. The following year,

a London dealer named Robin

Symaes sold o one of New York's most

prominent collectors two exceptional -

acrolithic sculptures after acquiring
them in Switzerland. The figures are
thought to represent Persephione and
Demeter. .

When Bell returned to Morgantina
in the summer of 1981, ke heard fresh
rumors—these about un seredizio di ar-

‘gento, or silver service. The group of

beaurifilly crafted objects was said fo
include ladles and bowls, which ex-
plains why lotals called it 4 “service.”

- The same year, the Metropolitan Mu-

seumn bought the first of two install-
ments of a fifteen-picce set of Greek
silver for 82.7 million, which its cura-
tors desaribed in a imuseurn bulletin as
“some of the finest Hellenistic silver
known from Magna Graecia.” This ser,
too, contained ladles and bewls, and
also had a small recepracle for burming
incense, which indicated that it had
been used for religious purposes. One
of the most extraordinary pieces was
the Iid of # small bowl: it had a deli-
cately worked scutprural retief of Scylla,
who, according to legend, was: torned
into a sea monster 4nd took her revenge
by artacking sailors off the eastern coast
of Sicily. The Merropolitan's catalogue
was vague about the silver's origins, éx-
plaining that it was “presumably found
together a generation ago,” and that it
wag produced either in “Taranto ¢r-in
Eastern Sicily,” in the second half of
the third century B.C.

In 1984, the Met put the silver.on

display in a niche off the main lobby..

‘When Bell first saw it, on a visit to the
museum in 1987, he immediately sus-
pected that it was che silver he had
heard about at Morgantina, People who

S GE 055

“Can I borrow those kittens for an bowr? T want
Lo freat out-the peaple who had me spayed”

had seen tlie pieces there had been par-
ticularlystruck by two small silver horms,
which might have originally been at-
tached to 2 leather helmet. The Mer
silver also contiins two silver horns.
“They were the key, because they are so
unusual,” Bell told me.

Bell wrote to the Vet in 1987, stating
his suspicions about the silver’s origins.
He also spoke tw friends and colleagues
about the tumers of two acrolithic
sculptures. He soon heard that stat-
ues of that description were for sale.

T \ACH time Bell uncovered new evi-

dence abiout possible looting at
Morgantina, he presented it to Silvie
Raffiotta, who was a prosecuror in
Enna. Raffictta had grown up in Ai-
done and his family has a-farmhouse
on the archeological site of Morgan-

" tina. Like many Sicilians in the area, he’

had a passion for antiquities, and he be-
came Bell's most effective ally in the
fight against looting, and also a good
friend. The news that both the silver
and the acroliths had been spotted in
American collections prompted Raf-
fiotta to launch the first comnprehensive
investigation of looting in-the area of
Aidone. :

Raffiotta uncovered a network -of
more than fifty teméaroli operating

throughout southiern ltaly. At its center

was Giuseppe Mascara, the man. Bell
and his wife had caught in 1969; in
early 1988 he was arrested for antiqui-

- tics wafficking: In an effort to reduce

his sentence, he began to tell Raffiotta
abaut some of the more important. ob-
jects he had seen dug up 4t Morgan-

-tina. Among other treasures that he

described in considerable detall were

both the acoliths and the Metropoli-
tan sitver.

A few months later, in the summer
of 1988, the J. Paul Getty Musewrn un-
veiled a pair of remarkable acrelichic
sculptures, as well as a statue of a Greek
goddess; thought to represent Aphro-
dite, for which it had paid ety mil-
lion: dollirs. The sudden appearance of
such remarkable pieces from twenty-five
hundred years ago created an immedi-

ate sensation—and soon precipitated a

scandal.
Thomas Hoving, the former direc-

‘tor of the Merropolitan Musewrn; whe

had smee become the editor of Comvigis-
sener, published an exposé declaring that
all three statues had been dug up il-
legally from Morgantina, Like Bell,
Hoving had worked at Morgantina. as
2 Princeton graduate student, and le
had maintained close tes with the zrea.
When he was the director of the Met,
from 1967 to 1977, he hired men (e
Aidone as security puards, and they kept

‘hirn abreast of the news from eastern

Sicily- Although he was no longer direc-
tor when the Met purchased the sifver,
in his account of his tenure at the mu-
seumn, “Making the Mummies Dance,”
Hoving adwits that he, too, subscribed
to the traditienal “dor’t ask, don’t tell”
policy on antiquitics commen to most
American museurns, and that he bought
manyundocurented pieces for the Met
in what he now refers o as “the age of
piracy” He began his crusade against
looted art after he left the muséum job
and became more concemned with sell-
ing books and magazines thun with
building a collection.

Arid the brouhaha-created by the

Connoisseur article, the acrolitlys were

2/1/13 11:24 AM
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removed from the Getty gallery The
museum would say only that they had
been returned to their ovnet, an anony-
mous private collector. But it was soon
discovered that the acrofiths belonged
to Maurice Tempelsman, a wealthy
New York businessman, whe had been
Jacqueline Kennedy Cnassis’s compan-
ion for many years. Privately, some
scholars chided the Getty for remov-

hitp://archives.newyorker.com/global/print asp?path=/djvu/Con...

Switzerland, from a family of Lebanese

autique dealers, who claimed to have

owned it for more than twenty years.

Hecht, however, is hardly a man
abave all suspicion. During the ninéteer-
sikties and nineteen-seventies, he was
tried on charges of smuggling antiqui-
ties, and declared persona non grata in
both Haly and Turkey, though he was
ultimately acquitted. In 1972, Hecht

THE NEW YORKER, MAY 24, (999

is currently one of the centerpicces of
the musewn’s new Greek gallerics.
Indeed, almest all of the picees in
the Met’s.ancient-art rooms (and those
in virtually all other American muse-
ums) arc yndocumented, bearing gen-
eric labels, such as “Astic 5th century” or
“Magna Graecia 4th century™—a likely
sign that they were not dug up in a legal
excavation. The vast majority of the

researchers were able
to study them. They
have never been seen
in public again, and
only a few spapshots
of the exhibit exist.
Tempelsman has con-
sistently refused to dis-
cuss the matter, but
earlicr this year his
spekesman. said, “In
1980, Mr, Tempels-
man purchased these
acroliths from Robin
Symes. ... He boughr

reputable dealer and
e is pretty. convinced
that they were ac-

In 1993, Malcolm
Bell made a request o
the Metropolitan to
examing the silver, but
was repeatedly put off,
even though it is stan-
dard practice for mu-
seums to make their
collections available
to scholars. Then, in -

1996, the: Ttalian gov-

-. ernment. presented the NILtropohtan

witli the testimony that Raffiotta bad
taken. from Mascara and other fom-

“baroli, which seemed to indicate that

the.silver had heen looted from Mor-
géntina. Ashton Hawkins, the Met's
executive vice-president and general
counsel, informed the Italians that the
museum could not rely on the word of a
convicted looter trying to reduce his
sentence. He pointed out that the Met
had iacluded a picture of dhe silver in its
1984 museurn bulletin, so Mascara might
have seen it there. Hawking also said
that the Met had no reason to doubt
the provenance of the pieces; which it

acquired from the dealer Robert Hechit. -

Hecht said he beuglit the silver in

sold Hoving, then the Met's dircctor,
the Euphronies krater; which is consid-
-ered- by some to- be the most beautiful
ancient Greek vase in-the world. The
museum proudly unveiled the piece
later that year, but was quickly con-
fronted with cvidence that the piece had
been looted from an Etruscan temb
in central Italy. Hecht climed that he
bought-the kmter in Switzerland froma
Lebanese art dealer, whe had owned ‘it
for many years—a story almost identi-
cal to the one he later told about the
Greek sitver, “It's Tike a sitcom rerun,”
Hoviig says. He now believes that the
Euphronios krater was smuggled ottt of
{taly, although as director of the Met he

adamandy refused to give up the vase It

pieces that come into the American
market pass through Switzerland, in
part Because Swiss law automatically
grants legal tifle to a work of art if its
present owner can demonstrate that it
has been on Swiss seil for at least five
years. Thus any piece that spends the
requisite fime cooling off in a Swiss
vault (of ‘somehow acquires backdated
paperwark) can be sold in Loidon or
New York as coming “from a private
collextion in Europe.”

A,- Raffiotta worked with Bell to
build his case about the acroliths
and the silver, he also solicited help &
from cne of his oldest friends, Vincenzo 3
Cammarara—the man now suspected 2

2/1/13 11:24 AM
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COOLING OFF IN.SWATZERLAND

of controlling: the smuggling of antig-

uities in the area Raffiotta and Cam--

marata studied together at the Univer-
sity of Catania, and both are members
of the small intellectual élite in this part
of rural Sicily. To assist the Investiga-
tion, Cammarara gave Raffiotta a sworn
statement that- elaborated on what he
had told Ress Holloway and others
years earlier: He admitred that in 1979

2 tombarole had bmughr wo, unusual

acrolithic sculptures o his counery villa

and offeréd them for sale, and thac they

- were identical to the statues he later saw

in. photographs of the Getty exhibit.
« Cammarata said he had turned down the
2 chance to buy them, and Raffiorta ap-
¢ parendy believed him. Certaialy he made
%.ﬁo move to add Cammarata to the list
¥ of suspects in his antiquities-smugghng

investigation, because, he later explained,
g Cammarata’s name never came up in
2 the wiretaps he had done of the local
0 tombaroli..
% In'1994, though, Caromarata’s name

& did surface in.an unrelated case, in

£ another part of Sicilly—a case that

‘5 eventually reached a courtroom in the

United States and clearly exposed the

inner workings of the antiquities

“black market. It traced the progress

of one spectacular object from rural
Sicily to 2 deawing room in New York
City, and showed how dealers, schol-
ars, and curators were all Involved in.
the transaction. An appeals-court rul-
ing on the matter, which is expected
soon, could permanently aleer the way

. G5

marata, he said he had acquired the
piece from another Sicilian collector,
who maintained that at-had been found
by chance ds workmen were digging up
electic lines near an ancient Greek set-
dement, (Cammarata had no ‘record of
the sale, hawever, and the other dealer
has since died.) Carmnmarata also admit-
ted selling the golden phiale to a Swiss-

based art dealer named William Veres,

through whom it reached
Michael Steinhardt, a
well-known New v10rl<

Vincenzo Commarala,

a flamboyant Sicilian aniiquities
expert, may be the hink between
the looters and the collectors.

hedge-fund manager. The
Itzlian prosecutors. then
asked federal prosecutors
in New York to help them
find out ciactly how the
phiale had been imported
into the United States.

The prosccutors dis-
covered that Veres had
contacted a New York
‘dealer named Robert Ha-
ber, who had sold Stein-
| : hardt between four and six
million dellars’ worth of
ancient art over the past
~two decades. The two
dealers had tavelled to
Sicily o inspect the phiale
and settled on a price of
$1.2 willion. According ta
a subsequent riling in fed-

The police began fo investigute him
wheni they were told that he bad
been trying to sell a 24k.-gold
libation bowl, which was fraced

eral court in New York,
Haber then “took great
effort to ensurc that the
phiale was not exported

hedge-fund mdnagén

museurns and- collecrors do business.
The investigation began when police

in the small town of Terminl Imerese

began looking into the disappearance of
objects from-the local museum and
stumbled upon photographs of a beau-
tifully sculpred fourth-century. Greek
phiale, or libation bowl Made from
more than two pounds of 24k gold, it
wag hammered inta 2 pattern of acorns
and beechnuts with a large gold knob,

lizing the omphalos, or the o ic-
g I

navel of the world, sticking p.in the
center. A suspect to[d police that:Cam--
imaratd had owned the bowl and.-that
he had gotin touch with her in 1991
about finding.an American buyer for it:

When'investigators questioned Cam-

| 0 2he collection of a-New York

direcdy from Ttaly,” by ar-
ranging to pick it up in
Lugano, Swirzerlend—

‘ Just over the Italian bor-
der—arid .carrying it home in his ug-
gage. On United States customs formms,
the-piece was identified as coming from
a privare collechon in Lausanne and
being worth two hundred and fifty
thousand dellars—false statements that
would Iater allow customs agents to
seize-the bowl from Steinhardt’s apart-
ment, where it was prominently dis-
played on a grand piano.

-Steinhardt challenged the seizure in

court. But under the terms of a 1970
UNIESCO treaty on anfiquities smuggling,
which the United States had signed,
various countries had begun to pursue
as stolen property any artifacts that had
Dbeen’ exported illegally, and American
courts have seemed to be increasingly
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sympathetic to this argument. The fed-
eral district court Judge Barbara Jones
ruled in November of 1997 that thc

phiale’be returned to Italy

This ruling, accordmg to the Mer's
Ashton Hawkins, “in one fell swoop has
talken an important step toward crimi-
ndlizing the antiquities feld.” Stein-

harde appealed, and the major-trade -

as¢ociations that represent America’s
museums and art dealers filed legal

" briefs supperting his position. Oné of

the few museurns to side with the Iral-
jans was the Getry, whose budget for
antiquities, far outstrips that of any
other museum in the world. “I-find it
incredible and extremely disturbing foc
the Museum Association to support the
sale of a piece that was brought mto this
country with false information,” Mar-
ion True, the curator of antiquities at
the Getty, told me. She belicves that
museums must give up the practice of
buying undotumented antiquities, and
in 1995, the year the Steinhardr litiga-
tion began, the Getty announced that
it would no longer buy any picces that

.did nat have a ¢clear and convincing

provenance. Troe acknowledged thas, if
applied universaliy, such a policy would
bring the antiquitics trade to.’2 near-
Tale, But she said, “Museums have 1o
change our mind-set. We have to change
the idea that if we dor't continue to col-
lect we die.”

True’s stand, however, strikes many
prople in the museum field as a shrewdly
tirned bit of hypoctisy. The Getty has

" long been reviled as.the warst offender

in buying undocumented antiquities.
1In 1994, it put on a major exhibition of

" the collection of Barbara and Lawrence

Fleischman, which contained more
than three hundred objects, virtually all
of them without a known history. The
following year, after the Gerty had an-
nounced its new policy on undocu-
mented antiquities, the Fleischmans
donated .most of their collection to the
museum, which boughr the rest of the
pieces for-an estimated forty million
dollars. The Getty justified this acquisi-
tion under its new guidelines by saying-
that the artifacts had been “documented”
in its own catalogue. (The museum alse;
under. its usual procedures; sent pho-

rographs of the collection to foreign.

authorities who might have claims, a

procedure moze likely to detect stolen.

artifacts than looted ones.) Since then,

TO SLEEP

Great comrade woman of existence, brava sleep!
How many times T've come to get you '
And you weren’s there!

Now T have a woman friend who ht.lps me find you
But in-those days

When my life -was donely and ilicit

When it didn't seem to matter

If T was up or not, or at what hcm:,

Then sleep- you were a tyrant

And a wornan that 1 followed

From-week to week from town to town

‘Mot stalking but walking

In eamest pursait of you, slecp,

Untl happily you passed out or 1 fell down

Now that 1" think of you

1 fed fond. But what are you really”

Arc you some exiguous palm frond

Capitulated by merriment back out of and into exdstence?
Were you:always the goblet from which u few. inspired ‘ones
Draik that liquenr that offered them their subhmest poems?

Will you offer them equally to me, ‘slecp,
~Or have you aleady done soP Will you be more ‘than fair? This

moring I feel

As the pondoliér advances. like 2 ropes continuingly pulled-at knot
That you may be, and I' think with gratitude
Of what we together s6ll might do. :

the Gerty bas quietly repatrinted some
of. the hotter pieces, while taking a very -

public stand against leoted art. This in-
furiated officials at the Met, who balked
at showing the more suspect pitces in
the Fleischman collection and then
found themselves being lectured by
True about museum ethics. Neverthe-
less, the Steinhardt case has foreed the
Met, and other major muscums as well,
to reconisider their position on undocu-
mented pieces. The climate has begun
to change and Italian authoriries have
begun to see some progress in cheir
cafnpaugh to repatriate antiquities.

5 a result of the information pro-
duced_ by U.5. investigators, a mag-
istrate in Termini Imerese eventually

. charged Cammarata with illegully sell-

ing the Steinhardt phiale, and his mal
on this charge has just begun: Far more
serious charges against him; however,
arose out of a smuggling-conspiracy

* investigation that began in 1996, when

—KEMNETH KOCH

police in Caltanissetta, the province
adjoining Enna, arrested some thirty
suspected Mafia figures. Several of
them turned our to be fombarok, and
they agreed o become state’s witnesses.
One of them, who worked around Aj-
done, told prosecuters that “all the ar-
cheological pieces coming from the digs
would be shewn to Baron Carnmarata,
so that he could say whether he was in-
terested in buying them or not.” :

The Catania prosecutors then placed
under surveillance the telephiones of
Cammarata, two. professors from the
University of Catania, two.other prom-
ineni Sicilian collectors, and a coin

" dealer from Rirmin, in northern Italy

The taped conversations that have been
inade public offer litde confimmation of
the. suspects’ having had any contact

with Mafiosi—they scund more like the

minutes of a coin collectors”club. When
they were arrested, neacly all the de-
fendants were found to have thousands
of ancient coins and artifacts, most of
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which had no documented provenasice.
Two of the defendants had metal de-
tectors in their homes, and wiretaps
recorded many phone calls about visit-
ing fombare!i at Morgantina. One of the
professors who were charped, Glacomo'
Manganars, had also surfaced in the
Steinhardt cage: he had published an ar-
ficle in a scholarly journal authenticat-
ing the phiale before it was sold, and
the sales contract stipulated that ke
would write a letter saying he -had seen
the phiale in Switzerland many years
earlier. (He denies ever having written
such 2 letter or agreeing to do so.)-An-
other defendant, who was accused of
providing false sales documents for
looted artificts, runs an auction house
in the Republic of San Marine, a tny

‘independent state that functions as a

kind of litde Switzedand within Ttaly’s
bordess. The surveillance zlso showed
that' Cammarata, Manganare, and the

other University of Catania professor

met with “a trafficker in archeological
materials who operates in Great Britain,
yet to be identified, who was supposed
to prc\-’i'd_e't]\cm with false receipts in
order to lend * apparent justification’ of
their receiving ancient artlfaLts from
Cammarara”

Cammarata’s role in the world of
antigquities was so flamboyant and so

- widely known that the police in Catania
wondered how it had escaped the notice .

of the Jocal authorities. The superinten-
dent of antiquities of Enna-has been

" forced to step down -and is under mves-

tigation. And Raffiotta himnself s sus-

~pected of protecting his old friend. In

fact, one of the Mafia wimesses claimed:
to have parricipated in a meeting with
both Cammarata and Raffiotts in which
they discussed. the sale of looted arti-
facts. This testimony rassed the possi-

Gility that the most public and diligent, .

defender of archeological sites might be
part of the antiquitics-smugghng ring:
But Malcolm. Bell, among othiers, finds
the accusations against Raffiotta absurd.

“Silvio Raffiotea has dene more than.

any othér person to protect archeologi-
cal sites in' Sicily,” he said.

Raffiotta believes that the charges
made against him were retaliatory. His
Malfia accuser is a convicted sex of-
fender whom Raffiotra had arrested
several years earlier. The prosecutor
alse. damaged local interests by block-
ing completion of an cstimared sixty-

millien-dellar dam that-would have
flooded an ancient Roman site—a
move that could bave infuriated Mafia-
controlled construction companies. “To
hrand me as a fombarofo is the least I:héy
can do,” he said. Raffiotta has not been
charged with any crime, and, in the

torpid cauldron of provincial Sicilian

life—where: everyone is cither a life-
long friend or.2 mortal enemy—he
could very well be the:victim of some
complox machination. IrI‘Jotb.'lng; would
surprise me—either way,” said anather
prosecutor, whio was working in anothér
part of Sicily. “When I came here, my
bass, the chief prosecutor, was accused
of collusion with the Mafia 2nd hewas
convicted.”

As the looting investigation pro-
ceeds, there are signs that the local un-
derworld may be trying to intimidate
the ‘authoritics. Shortly after Camma-
rata's arrest, someone brole into the
Roman villa-at Piazza Armerina and
threw paint on the mosaics, for the
fourth time in the last few years. So far,
the vandals have used removable paint,
as if the intent were to show that they,
anel ot the government, controlled the
sitc.and could violate it at will. Initially,
police suspected a fow disgruntled cus-
todians, but after the fourth break-in
they ‘began to wonder whether a few
men could repeatedly gain access to the

well-guarded villa without the help of

a larger conspiracy, involving what is -

kniovm locally as the migfa des ;vepem—
“the mafia of archeological objects.”

IN 1996, perhaps encouraged by their-

court victory in the Steinhardr case
and by the Getry's return of several
pieces; the Iralian authorities asked Bell
to- excavate the section of Morgantina
where police informants said that a sil-
ver service had been found. Bell had
liarbored suspicions about this arca ever
since the sumimer of 1982, -when he saw
a big, burly man wotking a bulldozer

there: the land was o private hands at

the time, but it bordéred on the archeo-

G7

logical area and so was subject to re-

strictions, “They are not supposed to
usc any carthmoving equipment there,”
Dell explained. “1 asked bim what he
was doing, and he said, with a smile 1
didn't like, ‘Preparing the ground for
planting.’ " In retrospect, Bell imagines
that the man was filling in the holes
made by formbaroli

When Bell and his team began to
dig, they found the walls of an ancient
Greek bouse and in it all the telltale

signé of ooty The swatigraphic lay-
“ers had been turned upside down and-

mixed together, By last summer, the
house had been completely excavated,

revealing waist-high walls made of ir-
uegular picces of tan hmestone, a stone

“stairway that would have led to the sec-

ond floor, and a courtyard and eight
rooms. with packed-dirt floors,

Bell was impressed by the thorough-
ness of the tembarei’s work. They had
dug all the way down to the foor in
each room—a sign, perhaps, that they

“had found something extremely Impor-

tant at the outset. “Adter digging down
te the Aoor, they obviously passed a
metal. detector across it,” he said as he
showed me around the site. Most of the
floors were left intact, but Bell found
two good-sized holes where the somba-
7ofi had evidently chosen to dig deeper.
On the Acor of the house, he came
upon a modern Ttalian coin dared 1978,

which had probably fallen our of a fom-

barels’s poclet us he crawled around the
house. Clearly; the site was looted after
that date, which accorded with rumers
that Bell had heard. about a silver service
in 1980. The fact that there were two
holes was also revealing, for the Metro-

politan Musewn silver had been pur—

chased in two installments—one in
1981 and the other in 1982—and those
daies suggested that the tweasure may
have been buried and discovered in two
separare batches.

At the bottom of one of the holc:s
Bell founid a second small coin that had
cluded the fornbaroki. It had been minted
in_Sicily between 216 and 212 B.C,,
which established the ferminus ante

guemn—that 1s, the date before which |
the treasure found in the house was.

origmally buried. This firred perfectly
with what 1s known about the area in
the third century B.C. Morgantina at
the time was part of the Kingdom of
Syrucuse, one of the great cities of the
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I etz getting all these Canadian coins, but I
. guiess that's the price of leving in Toronto.”

‘Greek world, where Aeschylus pro-

duced some of his plays, where Plato
came-to create his ieal “Republic” on
earth, and where the great marhemati=
cian Archimedes was slain by a Roman
soldier during the sack of the dty, in
212-211 B.C,, supposedly as he was ab-
sotbed in working out 2 geometry prob-
len in the dirt.

Afrer the fall of Syracuse, many refu-
gees fed to Morzgantina, cartying their
most precious possessions. Bell believes
that the Met’s-beautifully crafted silver
set-was probably produced in Syracuse,
which was renowned for its sitversmiths,
Some of the pieces are decorated with
an architectizral motif—a Doric entab-
lature with an Ionic cornice—that was
most commonly used ar Syracuse.

At first, Bell was surprised to have
found a dirt floor, rather than an elabo-
rate mosaic pavement, in 2 house where
such an imporrant treasure was buried.
Grand. houses with mosaics can be
found in the center of Morgantina, near
the agora. Bu as Bell worsked an. the
excavation the placement gradually be-

" gan to make sense to him. “If you were

hiding a treasure in a house with a mo-

saic floor, you wonld have to break open
the pavement, leaving obvious signs of
digging,” he said. A treasure hidden be-

nesth the dirt floor of a dark basemeny -
room far frem the city center would’

starncl d rouch berter chanee of cuding
the Roman invaders—as proved to be
the case.

“The owner of the house vwas proba~
bly a wealthy farmer, whic used his
basement for storing. his goods,” said
Bell, who had found numerous large
clay jars—some of them as much as five
feet rall—for storing. grain, oil, and
wine. “We also know that he was a
pious-farmer.” In fact, as Bell stfted
through the rubble left by the tembaroii,
he found 4 tesra-cotea altar very similar
to thé silver pieces ar the Met. “The
“pieces are typolegically almost identi=
cal,” Bell said, meaning that they had
the same unususl archirecrural maotif,
He believes that both sets were used
in religious ceremonies. The terra-cotta
‘version would [vave served 45 the house-
hold altar, whereas the silver ones would
almost certainly have been dedicated
o 3 city sanctuary, In fact, two of the
pieces at the Metropolitan bear an in-
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scription. that says “Sacred to the
gods.” A second, hastily written in-
seription, a kind of graffito, reads,
“From the war.”

The Metropolitar's official posi-
tion, expressed in the bulletin thar
describes the sitver treasure, is that,
while it probably came from Sicily

- or. southern Ttaly, its exact origin
cannot be determined, In March of
this year, however, the museym in-
vired Bell to examine the silver. Last
month, he spent a day studying the
“pieces to whtich he had dedicated so
much time, and he will scon give
his final report to the Italian gov-
ernment, which is expecred To issuc
a new request for the return of the
silver. Bell also met with the mu-
seum director, Philippe de Monte-
bello, and learned that the Met is
advocating 4 new openness regard-
ing its collecting of antiquities. -

VEN though the antiquities in-
vestigations in Sicily and the
United Skates are not vet concluded,
‘evidently they have changed the
modus aperandi of museums as well
25 of private collectons, In February,

the Getty returned to Ttaly an impor-

rant Greek vase after evidence emerged
that it had been looted from an Ete-
uscan tomb, But any fear among Amer-

ican curators that foreign claims will

multiply and empty their galleries is un-
founded, insists General Conforti, the
head of the division of the Tralian police
which is in charge of looted and stolen
art. “We are pragmdtists,” he said. The

Itlians have no intentien of going far-

back in time or making a large number
of requests, for they know that doing so
could provoke thié United States into
passing new laws to_prorect its muse-
umis. Théy are interested in a handfid
of important pieces that are. closely tied
to the ciltural identity of a particular
placc or time. :
Morganting, especially, has the poten-
tial 1o be one of Sicily’s great tourist at-
tractions if soime of its riches can bere-
assemhled. This is perhaps the only
hope for reviving the zreas moribund

economy, $0, in 1994, students at the el- -

ementary school in Aidone wrote let-
ters to Maurice Tempelsman, asking
Thim o return the acroliths, The Ttalians
have now identified the Sicilian dealer
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THE PIOUS FARMER

who sold the acroliths ta a fellow-Sicilian
in Switzertand, who; in turn, sold them
to Rebin Symes. Last month, a spokes-
man for Tempelsman told thic Italian
government that his client was making
a good-faith effort to evaluate new evi-
dence about the acroliths.

But even the archeologists and schol-

ars wha vebhemently condern looting
and suppert laws o stop it also admit
that the Italian state does not dlways
take good carc of the antiquities it al-
ready owns Many museurns, particn-
larly local ones ke that at Aidone, can’t
" afford w display most of their objects;
as a result, drtifacts are frequently stolen
from storerooms or-are left in fragments
for decades, waiting to be recomposed.
Bell and others belicve that overseas ex-
hLibitions and long-term loans of ten-or
even twenty years would curh foreign
museums' appetites for new pleces, and
help the source country fund more le-
gal excavations, more conservation, and
mere secunty. “One of the proposals is
for travelling- exhibitions rhat would
- visit more than one venwe, and the Ital-
ians. ate looking at relaxing
their restrictions on thar,” Bell
saiel, Orthers go further, advo--
cating a limited trade that
would allow institutions to sefl
redundanr pieces.

tan Museumn than it would have at a
small provincial museum in Sicily: But

in order to justify its acquisition the

Met must maintain that it cannot de-
termine where the silver camic from,
thereby reducing it to a generic artifact
from somewhere in the Mediterranean.

The silver vessels have become mere art -

objecty—beautiful but mure—stripped
of their history. :

By contrast, on being placed back
in their context, the acroliths and the
silver are like bookends, telling the
story of Morgantina itself. The enig-
matic, smiling fipures of Persephone

and Demeter reveal the city’s origins. -

Though Greeks settled on the Sicilian
coast.in the eighth century B.C., they
did net push into the interior unul
nearly two hundred years later. “The
acroliths arc tremendowsly important
artistic and historical documents of the
Hellenization of Morgantina in. the
steth century;” Bell said. He added that
they also confirm the fact that the wor-

‘ship of Persephone and Demeter was

alrezdy a dominanr religious cult in

69

casiern Sicily in the sixth century B.C.,
while the silver service, which contains
a depietion of Demeter, shows that it
remained so until Morgantina’s final
days. What's more, the silver tells the
story. of the city’s desperate end. Bell
believes thar the silver treasure was
taken from a public sanctuary and
buried in the basemcnt floor of the
pious farmer. By adding the inscription
“From the war,” whoever buricd it in-
tended to leave a message for whoever
might dig it up.

In light of the current debate over

“cultural property, this hasty inscrip-

tion acquires a particular poignance
Znd meaning: it scams to be a waming
against looting itsclf “T realized that
these were inscriptions o protect the
silver from abuse, intended to be read by
someone who found them,” Bell said.”
“There was this extraordinary possibility
for listening to an ancient voice that was
crying out at a moment of incredible
difhiculty, similar to what has happened
i Bosnia or Kosovo today. None of this
cun e understood without the comtext.” ¢

Mevertheless, a blacl mar-
i ket for antiguities will con--
tinue to flourish as long as

private ecollectors covet thesc
objeets, and most scholars
agree that looting must be
controlled at the source, “The
clandestine excavations are
not scientific; and they de-
stroy an enormous amount of
data,” said Maria Antonietta
Rizzo, the superintendent of
several major Etruscan sites,
“To find a single object, en-
tire buildings arc destroyed
and stratigraphic layers are
turned upside down.”

Ripped from their context
and smuggled aut of the
country, with their origing
camouflaged in order to make
them salable, antiquities lose
much of their meaning and
value. 1t 15 true that the sil-
ver treasure gains greater
visibility at the Metropoli-

'ﬂ_ffyou want fo buy this, I afraid Tni gotng to need to sce some jmt_tﬁkafion. ”
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